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1. ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Town Demographics 

Population 

past 12 years, the Town experienced a 4.35% 
decreased by 3.47%.  The Town is nearly 4% of the total population of Rusk County.  Annually, the 
Wisconsin Department of Administration (WDOA) publishes population estimates for all 
municipalities in the state.   of Willard is 527. 
Figure 1 shows the greatest increase was 2020-2022 when the Town had an average 1% growth 
each year.  This was probably due to people seeking escape from the effects of the Covid-19 
pan
recreation.  

 

 
 

If the 3-year trend of 1% growth rate continues through the next 18 years, the Town could 
have as many as 560 residents by 2030 (and 605 by 2040). 

If the pandemic induced trend is short-lived, the Town of Willard will have an average 
annual growth rate of 0.52%.  Using data from 2010 through 2022, Figure 2 projects the Town will 
have at least 546 residents by 2030 (553 by 2040). 
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Age Distribution 
Between 2010 and 2020, the age group 20-24 doubled to 30 persons and the age group 55-

64 increased by nearly 78%.  Conversely, the age groups 5-14, 15-19, and those 85 and older 
decreased the most. 

When drawn as a chart, age 
distribution can hint at patterns of growth. A 
top-heavy pyramid suggests negative 
population growth that might be due to any 
number of factors, including high death 
rates, low birth rates, and increased 
emigration from the area.  

A bottom-heavy pyramid, suggests 
high birthrates, falling or stable death rates, 
and the potential for rapid population 
growth. 

According to Figure 3, Willard falls 
into the category of a top heavy pyramid.  
Age group 0-4 suggests steady birthrates. 
Age group 20-24 doubled which may indicate 
a less exodus of university-bound students, 
and some students utilizing college online 
learning to remain at home.  

There is a noticeable lack of persons is seen in the 25-34 year-old age group. Many in this 
age group may have moved out of the area to find employment opportunities. 

Race 
In 2020, 96.8% of residents in Willard listed themselves as White.  The remainder of the 

population consists of Hispanic or Latino (1%), Asian (0.6%), American Indian (0.2%), other (0.4%), 
and mixed (1.1%) 

Household Characteristics and Forecasts 
 A household consists of all the people who occupy a housing unit.  The 2020 US Census 
shows there were 344 housing units reported in the Town of Willard; however, the Town of Willard 
actual household count in 2022 is 404.  The US Census reports only 215 of the households were 
occupied housing units.  WDOA projections indicate a continued 2.8% increase in households for 
2030 through 2040.  Table 2 shows past, present and future household numbers for the Town of 
Willard. 
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Of the reporting households in the 2020 US Census, 117 were family households defined as 
households with two or more people related by blood, marriage or adoption.  There were 98 non-
family households.  Of the 117 family households, 24 included children under age 18.  The average 
household size was 2.79 people.  See Figure 4 for more household characteristics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Levels 
 The 2020 U.S. Census showed that 90.8% of Willard residents 25 years and older had a high 
school diploma, which is slightly more than Rusk County (89.2%) and slightly less than the State of 
Wisconsin (93.3%).  Willard had a higher percentage of people with no high school diploma than 
the County or the State.  Figure 5 provides a summary of educational attainment in Willard, Rusk 
County and the State of Wisconsin. 
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Income Levels 
 In 2020 the median household income in Willard was $44,236 which was less than Rusk 
C . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Employment Characteristics and Projections 
In 2020, the Town of Willard had 412 people who were 16 years and older.  Of those, 257 

were in the labor force with 61.85% employed or self-employed and 3.89% unemployed.  Of the 
total population, 154 were not in the labor force.  Table 4 details the employment status in the 
Town of Willard according to the American Community Survey (ACS) estimates for 2020.  
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Figure 6 details the Town of Willard employment by industry. In 2020 the manufacturing 
industry employs 27.5% of the employed workforce in the Town.  Education and Health Care 
employs the second most at 15.8%.   

 

 
 
Table 5 details industry projections for Northwest Wisconsin from 2020 to 2030 as this data 

is not calculated at the Town or County levels.  According to the data, Natural Resources and 
Mining is projected to grow the most in the region. Financial Activities and Information are 
predicted to decline.  The Manufacturing and Construction Industries have projected modest 
growths at 4.41% and 7.42%, respectively. 
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